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Art Unit: 2873 

DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed on 6/15/05 has been considered by 
the Examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 36-37 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Nakagaki et al (US 5,285,268). Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 36 and 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakagaki et al (US 5,285,268). 

Regarding claim 36, Nakagaki discloses a method for using a display device including a 
spatial modulator, comprising: 

identifying an active area aspect ratio (4:3 or 9:6) or shape of an image to be 
projected by the display device (see col. 4, lines 60-67); 

providing a display device input signal that initiates automatic mapping (see col. 
4, lines 50-67 and col. 5). 
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Regarding claim 37,Nakagaki discloses a display device where including a light 
modulation (16 or 17) comprising: 

identifying an active area aspect ratio (4:3 or 9:6) or shape of an image to be 
projected by the display device (see col. 4, lines 60-67); 

repositioning one or more components of the display device to occlude portions 
of the light modulator (occlude the image size of the modulators) depending upon the 
active area ratio or shape (col. 5, lines 1-17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person. having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakagaki et al (US 5,285,268). 

Regarding claim 38, Nakagaki discloses an apparatus for mapping image shaped for 
display device comprising: 
An illumination source (27); 

Means for selecting an image aspect ratio (see col. 4, lines 60-67) 

Means for reshaping light exiting form the illumination light source depending on the 

image aspect ratio or shape (col. 5,lines 1-17) 
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Wherein the means for selecting is configured to automatically select the image aspect 
ratio or shape in response the video input into the display. Nakagaki improves on the 
prior art of user having to control the reshaping means (col.5, lines 50-67). However, it 
would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, that Nakagaki inventive 
step is an automation or replacement of a manual activity, as taught by Nakagaki; 
therefore the display can be utilized to control the means for reshaping by input from an 
user. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 2-19,22-35 are allowed. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding claim 8, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to 
anticipate or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that 
a rejection under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a 
combination of all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at 
least include the apparatus for mapping image shapes for a display device of claim 1 , 
wherein the means for selecting is configured to select an image aspect ratio or shape 
in response to an input provided by a user of the display device. 

Regarding claim 9, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate or 
fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
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apparatus for mapping image shapes for a display device of claim 1 , wherein the means 
for reshaping includes a member with a plurality of differently shaped apertures formed 
there through. 

Regarding claim 1 5, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
apparatus for mapping image shapes for a display device of claim 1 , wherein the means 
for reshaping includes a plurality of members and means for positioning the members 
adjacent an exit of the integrating rod depending upon the image aspect ratio or shape. 
Regarding claim 19, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
apparatus for mapping image shapes for a display device of claim 1, wherein the means 
for reshaping includes an anamorphic lens selected and positioned adjacent an exit of 
the integrating rod depending upon the image 
aspect ratio or shape. 

Regarding claim 23, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
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all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 20, wherein the integrating rod has a partially open entrance. 
Regarding claim 27, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 26,wherein the one or more members include a light reflecting 
surface facing an exit of the integrating rod. 

Regarding claim 28, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 26, wherein the one or more members include a light absorbing 
surface facing an exit of the integrating rod. 

Regarding claim 29, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
.all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 26, wherein the variable exit aperture includes means for 
positioning the one or more members adjacent an exit of the integrating rod depending 
upon a selected image aspect ratio or shape. 
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Regarding claim 30, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 20, wherein the variable exit aperture is provided by an 
anamorphic lens selected and positioned adjacent an exit of the integrating rod 
depending upon a selected image aspect ratio or shape. 

Regarding claim 33, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include the 
display device of claim 21 , wherein the means for selecting is configured to select an 
image aspect ratio or shape in response to an input provided by a user of the display 
device. 

Regarding claim 34, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include a 
method of mapping images for a display device with an integrating rod, comprising: 
identifying an aspect ratio or shape for an image to be projected by the display device, 
and positioning an object with a plurality of differently shaped and/or sized apertures 
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adjacent an exit of the integrating rod depending upon the aspect ratio or shape to 
selectively obstruct portions of the exit of the integrating rod. 

Regarding claim 35, prior art taken either singularly or in combination fails to anticipate 
or fairly suggest the limitations of the dependent claims, in such manner that a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The prior art fails to teach a combination of 
all the claimed features as presented in independent claims, which at least include a 
method of mapping images for a display device with an integrating rod, comprising: 
identifying an aspect ratio or shape for an image to be projected by the display device, 
and positioning a plurality of objects adjacent an exit of the integrating rod depending 
upon the aspect ratio or shape to selectively obstruct portions of the exit of the 
integrating rod. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Harrington whose telephone number is 571 
272 2330. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on 571 272 2328. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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